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Abstract: One of the most common oncologies analyzed among people worldwide is lung malignancy.
Early detection of lung malignancy helps find a suitable treatment for saving human lives. Due to
its high resolution, greater transparency, and low noise and distortions, Computed Tomography
(CT) images are most commonly used for processing. In this context, this research work mainly
focused on the multifaceted nature of lung cancer diagnosis, a quintessential, fascinating, and risky
subject of oncology. The input used here has been nano-image, enhanced with a Gabor filter and
modified color-based histogram equalization. Then, the image of lung cancer was segmented by
using the Guaranteed Convergence Particle Swarm Optimization (GCPSO) algorithm. A graphical
user interface nano-measuring tool was designed to classify the tumor region. The Bag of Visual
Words (BoVW) and a Convolutional Recurrent Neural Network (CRNN) were employed for image
classification and feature extraction processes. In terms of findings, we achieved the average precision
of 96.5%, accuracy of 99.35%, sensitivity of 97%, specificity of 99% and F1 score of 95.5%. With the
proposed solution, the overall time required for the segmentation of images was much smaller than
the existing solutions. It is also remarkable that biocompatible-based nanotechnology was developed
to distinguish the malignancy region on a nanometer scale and has to be evaluated automatically.
That novel method succeeds in producing a proficient, robust, and precise segmentation of lesions in
nano-CT images.

Keywords: deep learning; lung tumor; nano technique; Gabor filter; BoVW; CRNN; GCPSO

1. Introduction

Lung cancer is the most lethal cancer in the world, with over 225,000 cases, 150,000 deaths,
and $12 billion in healthcare costs in the United States annually [1]. In addition, it is one of
the deadliest cancers; only 17% of people diagnosed with lung cancer in the United States
survive five years after diagnosis, and the survival rate is lower in developing countries.
The stage of cancer refers to the extent to which it has spread. Cancers in stages 1 and 2 are
limited to the lungs, while cancers in later stages have spread to other organs. Biopsies and
imaging, such as CT scans, are currently used in diagnosis. Early detection of lung cancer
(detection in the early stages) significantly improves survival chances. As a result, many
countries are developing early lung cancer detection strategies.

The National Lung Screening Trial (NLST) [2] demonstrated that three annual screen-
ing rounds of high-risk subjects using low-dose CT significantly reduce death rates [3].
Because of these measures, a radiologist must examine many CT scan images. Even for
experienced doctors, it is extremely hard to detect the nodules. The burden on radiologists
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grows exponentially as the number of CT scans to analyse grows. With the expected
increase in preventive/early-detection measures, scientists are developing automated so-
lutions to help doctors relieve their workload, improve diagnostic precision by reducing
subjectivity, speed up analysis, and lower medical costs.

Specific features must be recognised and measured to detect malignant nodules [4].
Cancer risk can be calculated based on the detected features and their combination. This
task, however, is extremely difficult, even for an experienced medical doctor, because
the presence of nodules and a positive cancer diagnosis are not easily linked. Common
Computer-Assisted Diagnosis (CAD) approaches rely on previously studied features linked
to cancer suspicion. The features and Machine Learning (ML) techniques are used to
determine whether the nodule is benign or malignant [5]. Although many works use
similar machine learning frameworks, the problem with these methods is that many
parameters must be hand-crafted for the system to work at its best performance, making it
difficult to reproduce state-of-the-art results.

Deep learning can perform end-to-end detection by learning the most salient features
during training. This makes the network resistant to variations because it captures nodule
features in different CT scans with varying parameters. With a training set rich in variability,
the system can learn invariant features from malignant nodules and perform better. Because
no features are engineered, the network can learn the relationship between features and
cancer using the provided ground truth. Once trained, the network is expected to generalise
its learning and detect malignant nodules (or patient-level cancer) in new cases that the
system has never seen before.

According to WHO (World Health Organization), 8.9 million deaths occur due to lung
cancer worldwide, and in 2030 the number is estimated to reach 17 million [6]. The only
option to reduce the fatality rate is early screening and diagnosis. The quintessential part
needed is lung tissue segmentation for quantitative analysis of CT images and computer-
aided diagnosis. As the development of new devices in this era is evolving, we need fast,
accurate, and mostly automatic lung cancer diagnosis, which is much more important than
impractical methods [7]. Computer-Assisted Diagnosis (CAD) is a computerised study of
medical images currently in use. It is commonly used to identify and treat medical imaging
anomalies. CAD has become significant in identifying pulmonary nodules using radiology
CT images. The CAD software helps radiologists to have a second opinion in affirming
their decision in distinguishing the abnormalities, the evaluation of disease improvement,
and the differential conclusion of the disease [8]. Figure 1 shows the block diagram of the
proposed cancer detection method.
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Figure 1. Block diagram of the cancer detection method.

For detecting cancer, various techniques are being proposed and used. Ami George [9]
proposes a technique to denoise the medical image using transformed wavelets. Denoising
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is done by considering different wavelets of hard threshold, and one related to that named
PSNR image metric was tried but did not provide a satisfying result. Jin et al. [10] aim
at the CNN (Convolution Neural Network) system in their CAD framework, providing
an exactness of 84.6%, a sensitivity of 82.5%, and a specificity of 86.7%. The main plus
point of this framework is that during the extraction stage, it uses the filter in ROI (Region
of Interest), thereby diminishing the expense of the remaining steps. Other than that,
the other problem is diminishing execution cost, thereby producing uneven exactness.
Sarah et al. [11] aim to use a robust lung algorithm to segment lungs. A median filter and
fuzzy thresholding are utilised for pre-processing of images. This method does not create
over and under-segmentation problems because it is a robust segmentation method.

Lilik et al. [12] aim to improve intensity using image processing techniques such as
grayscale, binary, median filters, and histogram. Grayscale conversion occurs when an
RGB image is converted to a grayscale image, which is the same as converting an image
to binary form. The median filter is used to reduce noise, and the histogram is used to
improve image quality for better understanding. Malarvel et al. [13] aim for segmentation
as an automatic seed choice format in ROI (Region of Interest) that has uneven backgrounds
in radiographic images. Zhang et al. [14] propose a method which aims at segmentation by
extricating the feature of an image using a tensor that is a nonlinear structure, and then use
the Grabcut strategy, thereby producing exact impact.

Ajin et al. [15] aim at three things: the removing, choosing, and classifying features.
Other strategic methods include Linear Ternary Co-occurrence Pattern, histogram feature
determination, and Hybrid kernel SVM classifier, which are used for extracting features,
choosing the features, and also grouping these features. Another strategy proposed by
Selin et al. [16] aims to fragment, in image processing, the lung tumor in CT images, and
some other features are also used to reduce the noise in images, followed by separating
the tumor from a picture by portioning the image in a later stage. Threshold will select
automatically based on gray level intensities in each image. Another method proposed
by Wang et al. [17] provides less cycle process aims in improving sequential cuts in the
segmentation of lungs through nearby cuts in data. Shengchao et al. [18] aim to improve
GrabCut for lung parenchyma division. This method can choose a bounding box that can
relate CT images of the lung parenchyma, using the Grabcut strategy to precisely portion
those images. When choosing the bounding box, it conquers standard GrabCut calculation
and is also harsh regarding noise.

Ganesh et al. [19] aim for a clear segmentation to improve the CAD framework and
examine those images. However, it provides a confused state regarding juxtapleural
nodules and pulmonary vessels. The mentioned method contains three stages of lung field
segmenting, detecting dominant points from concave and convex points using curvature
information. Finally, a boundary correction is required to repair the boundary.

Piotr et al. [20] describe the automated investigation of medical images, where calcula-
tion fully depends on a level set which unites a Chan—Vese segmentation with active dense
estimation. This brings out two key points: first, it allows surface-based division methods,
and second, it consolidates earlier learning into a scientifically proven way. Narain et al. [21]
bring out another method to use image processing in the Lung Cancer discovery model. It
contains three phases: pre-processing, feature extraction, and classification. Along with
that, by using an SVM classifier, it can predict if the lung is normal or abnormal. LOOP
(Local Optimal Oriented Pattern) separates texture features, and K-fold comes in handy
for characterising. Later, different binary designs such as LBP (Local Binary Pattern), LBC
(Local Binary Count), and LDP (Local Directional Pattern) are employed, which contrasts
the results with the outcome.

Ezhil et al. [22] provide an active contour model using the level set capacity for the
segmentation of lungs. CT (Computed Tomography) offers so much ease in investigat-
ing images. Here, it mainly offers us two great strategies, Selective Binary and Gaussian
filtering new Signed Pressure Force (SBGF-new SPF) for CT lung image segmentation,
which describes the difference in the external boundary of the lung and the stops hap-
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pening at blurry boundaries. The calculation time and the segmented lung show the
upside version of the proposed system. Gupta et al. [23] put forward another strategy to
investigate medical images, thereby helping medical specialists diagnose the illness and
provide worthy medications and counteracts. The task is to recognise and classify them as
solid and maladies such as Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (COPD) and Fibrosis.
During the initial period for determination of features from a pool of portioned lungs, the
work concentrates on using Gray Level Co-occurrence Matrix (GLCM), Zernike’s minutes,
Gabor features, and Tamura texture features. For feature selection as the second aim,
three algorithms proposed involving the Improvised Crow Search Algorithm (ICSA), Im-
provised Grey Wolf Algorithm (IGWA), and Improvised Cuttlefish Algorithm (ICFA) are
employed, thereby selecting features from a large set of pools that are extracted from the
image to improve accuracy and reduce cost. As the final step, it uses four classifiers from
ML, such as k-Nearest Neighbor (KNN), Support Vector Machine (SVM), Random Forest
Classifier, and Decision Tree Classifier applied to each feature subset.

An earlier generation of medical imaging is hard to analyse manually, so the conse-
quences that can occur while segmenting fully rely on exactitude and convergence time [24].
As a result, there is a necessity to develop new and more accurate methods for image
segmentation [25]. CT is mainly used to diagnose lung cancer because it is still the most
cost-effective type of medical imaging. Recent work in algorithms such as k-means cluster-
ing, k-median clustering, particle swarm optimisation, inertia-weighted particle swarm
optimisation, and Guaranteed Convergence Particle Swarm Optimization (GCPSO) have
been used to extract tumors from lung images and analyse them. Medical images frequently
require pre-processing before being subjected to statistical analysis [26-28]. Thereby, latest
technologies such as ML take Al in hand to produce advanced models for even more
accurate results as these models are used to learn from previous data.

2. Materials and Methods

In the proposed solution in this research, the first step was running image pre-
processing for identifying particles. That was briefly done via intensity measurement.
Afterwards, the pre-processed image was segmented using a standard segmentation tech-
nique followed by extraction and selection of features. Some texture features were extracted
during feature extraction using the Approximate Bayesian Computation (ABC) parameter,
the GLCM method, and the Factor of Safety (FOS) parameter. It was then followed by
the classification process, which includes benign and malignant tumors, considering the
CT scanned images. A few extracted features were used to train the classifier. The corre-
sponding trained classification model was created with the model evaluation and obtained
improved detection and classification accuracy, specificity, and sensitivity. Figure 2 shows
the basic framework for the proposed system.

Preprocessing Phase

Conversion/
Noise Removal

Wﬁiﬁ

Convalutional

Figure 2. Framework for the detection of Lung cancer for a CAD System [28].
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2.1. Image Acquisition

All the images used in this research are also accessible in the database, with the pivotal
point of view. Here, the framework size is (256 x 256) or (512 x 512) and 16 bits for every
pixel. Lung Image Database Consortium (LIDC) is where the JPEG format of lung images
is available. For research purposes of radiologists, they can easily access that database
through Cancer Imaging Archive (CIA) [29]. Some samples from the databases are shown
in Figure 3. The proposed system data set consists of images of 290 patients, of which
250 patient datasets are used for training the classifier, and the remaining 40 patient datasets
are used for validation. The data set obtained is of DICOM format and is converted to
512 x 512 by pre-processing method without data loss for further partitioning and refinement
purposes. Table 1 summarizes the dataset used, and Table 2 shows the scanner difference.

Figure 3. CT image of lungs from the dataset: LIDC in the different sagittal planes.

Table 1. Overview of the Dataset used.

Dataset Number of Patients Tumor Slices Non-Tumor Slices
Training set 250 4378 27987
Test Set 40 898 3678

Table 2. Dataset statistics in terms of different scanner.

Dataset Number of Patients CMS Imaging Siemens
Training set 250 50 200
Test Set 40 33 7

2.2. Pre-Processing

In the research process, the CT images were pre-handled at the lowest level of abstraction
to improve each image’s quality. The operation to detect tumors was image enhancements
after that analysed and preceded the noise reduction, image enhancement (via Gabor filter),
and contrast adjustment (with the modified color-based histogram equalisation).

2.2.1. Gabor Filter

After Dennis Gabor, the name of Gabor filter came into existence; the filter can be used
for texture analysis purposes. When the Gaussian and harmonic function is multiplied, we
gain an impulsive response of that filter. It mainly analyses if there is any specific frequency
in the specific direction of an image [30]. That filter is the most suitable solution for texture
representation and discrimination of images in the spatial domain. The Figure 4a,b shows the
CT lung images and the Gabor filter pre-processed images in this research work, respectively.
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(b)

Figure 4. Output of the pre-processed images: (a) the lung CT images (b) Gabor filter enhancement.

2.2.2. Modified Color-Based Histogram Equalisation

The contrast adjustment of the image was made by histogram equalisation. As a result
of such adjustment, a high level of contrast may occur in a particular region. In order to
overcome that, the Modified Color Histogram Equalisation was employed in this research.
That includes limiting the amplitude of pixel intensities [31]. The transformation function
slope and the Cumulative Distribution Function (CDF) are proportionate in this proposed
system. The histogram was clipped, and the amplification was limited before computing
the CDEF. As a result, the CDF and transformation function slopes were reduced. The clip
limit [32] is the value at which the histogram is clipped and consequently depends on the
size of the neighboring region. Figure 5 shows the applied color-based histogram on the
input image (pre-processed).

(b)

Figure 5. Output of the pre-processed images: (a) The original input images (b) corresponding results

of modified color-based histogram equalization.
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A Cumulative Distribution Function (CDF) is provided as follows:
Fe(ix) = } ;= 0 (f0)- ¥

The output intensity of histogram equalisation is provided as
Lout = [Imux - Imin}Fk(Iin) + Liin, 2)

where Iy and I,;;, indicate the maximum permissible intensity, respectively, I;;, is the
input intensity, and I, is the output intensity. F; (I;,) indicates the input intensity of
CDE. Tumor pixel usually becomes white during the foreground region and color for the
background region. The image contrast is gained via the following equation [33,34]:

C:fm_bm
fin + b’

where f;; is the foreground region’s mean color level, and b, is the background region’s
mean color level.

The CII method was used in research to measure the image enhancement algorithm
efficiency. By dividing the ratio of the contrast of the (enhanced) output image with respect
to the contrast of the input image, we gain CII,

®)

C
CIl = -,
Cin

(4)

where C, corresponds to the processed image contrast, and C;, defines the input
image contrast.

2.3. Segmentation: GCPSO Method

The Guaranteed Convergence Particle Swarm Optimization (GCPSO) algorithm is
based on a new Particle Swarm Optimization (PSO) algorithm-based optimisation solution,
which considers that each particle is evaluated according to the suitable location in the
current region [16,35]. GCPSO was applied for segmentation purposes. At this point, the
parameters for the “NC” and “MC” thresholds were defined empirically. During some
iterations, gaining a better value in high-dimension search space is difficult. So, the values
that are being suggested are “NC” = 15 and “MC” = 5, respectively. For the GCPSO,
different phases are included to improve the solution process. In some comparative studies,
the GCPSO has demonstrated remarkable progress in searching within a minimum space
with only a small number of particles [36]. In this sense, GCPSO was used to enhance the
research segmentation results. Figure 6 represents the algorithm steps and the obtained
images after implementation using the GCPSO, given in Algorithm 1.

2.4. Feature Extraction

Feature Extraction is a technique for minimising the dimensions in raw data so that
it can be processed more easily and organised into manageable classes. Massive volumes
of data are characterised by many variables that require computer resources to process
and provide results. Feature Extraction strategies simplify data while guaranteeing that
no information is lost. These methods are responsible for selecting and merging features
to reduce the amount of data. Table 3 lists numerous feature extraction approaches and
the features that should be considered for each technique. The extraction process for the
feature was done by automatically identifying the lung lesions. Three main characteristics
of feature extraction processes have been, respectively, ABC parameter [37], FOS parameter,
and GLCM features [38]:
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Algorithm 1. GCPSO

Initialisation

(1) Iterations and the cluster number is initialised.

(2)  The value of NC and MC are initialised, success_num = 0, and failure_num = 0.
(3) Fitness evaluation function is introduced.

Clustering

(4) Fitness best value for each particle is calculated.

(5) The obtained best solution is updated.

(6) A predefined number of iterations, Steps 4 and 5, are repeated.
(7)  Position and velocity function is updated for each particle.

Selection step

(8)  The selection operator step is updated.
(9)  The clustering algorithm is performed to obtain the best position yi,

else, halt.

Figure 6. Segmentation results after applying the GCPSO algorithm.

Table 3. Extracted feature parameters for ABC, GLCM and FOS features.

Extracted Features of Input Image

ABC Features GLCM Features FOS Features
. . . . . Standard
Image Irregularity Diameter = Asymmetry Energy Correlation Contrast  Homogeneity Mean Kurtosis Deviation Skewness Entropy
1 4.156 4 0.105 0.625 0.94785 0.00852 0.99647 0.007 6.7489 0.009 2.2356 2.789
2 3.245 4 0.547 0.873 0.95287 0.00813 0.99246 0.015 7.5632 0.0108 1.5874 2.645
3 5.475 4 0.162 0.728 0.95874 0.00792 0.99325 0.019 5.589 0.0125 1.15569 2312
4 3.354 4 0.176 0.725 0.96586 0.00897 0.99478 0.009 4.0145 0.0133 1.5656 2.132
5 3.247 4 0.173 0.685 0.97485 0.00587 0.99325 0.008 6.5632 0.0192 2.5568 2.487
6 6.965 4 0.205 0.525 0.99984 0.00659 0.99214 0.056 3.3256 0.0120 1.8965 2.646
7 3.785 4 0.135 0.647 0.92588 0.00765 0.99148 0.003 7.5265 0.0166 1.7854 2.448
8 4.458 5 0.421 0.729 0.96587 0.00832 0.99248 0.028 2.2359 0.0129 0.85659 2.878
9 4.785 4 0.225 0.828 0.97537 0.00885 0.99148 0.078 3.5632 0.0089 0.94587 2.548
10 5.458 4 0.248 0.536 0.96965 0.00777 0.99489 0.009 6.5986 0.0145 0.74588 2.789

2.4.1. ABC Parameter
ABC parameter is used to describe border structure, lesion diameter, and asymmetry
as follows:

(i) Asymmetry Index:

. A1+ Ay

Al
2A,

©)
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(ii) Border Structure irregularity: calculated by density index, fractal dimension index,
edge deflection, and gray transition.

a. Density Index:
CI = (P2L) = 4AL. (6)
b. Fractal dimension Index:
2Inln (0.25 p;;
( . Pl]) ) @)
Inln a;;
where p;j = peremeter (m) of ij and a;; = area (m* ) of patchij
C. Edge deflection:

(Max .Min)%6 + 2
100

d. Gray transition: calculates gradient magnitude and direction of an image.

El = 8)

(iii) Diameter: used to calculate less gradient length in terms of nanometer scale.

2.4.2. GLCM Features

This method calculates the frequency at which pixel pairs arrive with the specified
value and the amount of time to characterise an image’s texture. It often follows a gray co-
matrix model, and statistical features are extracted based on the number of occurrences [38].
The equation for texture features used in this GLCM method is provided below:

Energy = Z olp(mj), )
Homogenity = — Z;:—lo p(m)log,[p(m)], (10)
. -1 mjp(m,j) — Hyky
Correlation = . , (11)
Z 0Z Ox Oy
=1 . .
Contrast = Zm:O =0 (m —j)p(m,j). (12)

2.4.3. Statistical Features

Through the statistical analysis, statistical features are identified [39]. The analysis
refers to the most frequently occurring number from the number set, and these features can
be easily identified when compared with other structural feature extraction methods [40].
Statistical features used in our proposed system are provided below:

Mean p = Zin_:lo mp(m), (13)

Variance 0% = an 1O(m B)?*p(m), (14)

Skewness piz = 0> Zr;—o m— B)° p(m), (15)

Kurtosis yg = o 4Zm o(m— B)*p(m), (16)
-1 _

Entropy H = ‘Zm:o ;:(1) p(m,j) logy[p(m)]. (17)

Figure 6 illustrates features selected for the CRNN classifier in this study. Here,
13 elements were selected and introduced as the inputs to the CRNN model. The proposed
CRNN architecture included four hidden layers and one output layer with 13 selected
features as the input data. To decrease the number of features that have been selected and
have less training time, the feature selection process, as referred to in [41], was performed
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accordingly. At this point, we mapped five characteristics from the CRNN classifier:
efficiency, train state, histogram error, confusion, and operating characteristics of the
receiver. Table 3 shows the extracted parameter values after applying the ABC, GLCM,
and FOS feature extraction methods. This extracted feature from the original feature set
helped to minimise the time for training for the classifier and increasing classifier efficiency
in finding out the malignant and benign tumors.

2.5. Classification
2.5.1. BoVW Classifier

Bag of visual words (BoVW) is an extension of the NLP algorithm which follows the
supervised learning model. The classifier aims to reduce time consumption by automati-
cally selecting the features accompanying the classification process. It is a commonly used
solution, apart from the widely-known CNN [42]. BoVW has been developed to obtain
a comprehensive language which can better explain the image in terms of extrapolated
features. BOVW employs the Computer Vision Toolbox TM functions to define image cate-
gories by constructing a bag of visual words. The proposed approach generates a histogram
of the image by considering the frequency of visual words. After that, the histogram is
utilised for training a classifier for image categories. The procedures below show the to set
up process of the target images, generating a bag of visual words, and then training and
application of an image classification classifier [43]. The BoVW is broken down into four
simple steps: (1) analysis of the image qualities of a given label; (2) clustering used to create
visual vocabulary, which is preceded by frequency analysis, (3) vocabulary classification of
the produced samples, (4) determination of the most appropriate class for the image query.
The algorithm for the bag of visual words classifiers is as follows:

Step 1: Image Sets created based on Category.

Step 2: BoVW Features is set up.

Step 3: CRNN Classifier is trained with BoVW features.

Considering the BoVW, the images are split into training and test subjects. Before that,
a bag of features is created by extracting character descriptors from representative images
for each category. The image is generally encoded from the training collection in the visual
words system bag so that the properties from the image are taken [44].

2.5.2. CRNN Classifier

In this research, a Convolutional Recurrent Neural Network (CRNN) was also used
for classification purposes. The CRNN briefly uses the pipeline architecture of neural
networks, where CNN plays the first part, and an RNN is employed in the next part.
Figure 7 illustrates the basic architecture of a typical CRNN model. In the context of the
research done here, the input for the CRNN network is a nano lung image. Additionally,
among the four layers in the CRNN architecture, two Convolutional layers were used
to learn the input image. For training data without overfitting, matched filters and the
dropout layer [16,45] are good options for use. In addition, the fourth convolution layer, is
considered, inorder to downsample the output of the previous layer max-pooling.

- l l l

The CININ part The RN part

'

targets

% Ll Output

The Convelutional Recurrent Neural Nerwork

Figure 7. Basic architecture of CRNN.



Electronics 2023, 12, 14

11 of 21

It is possible to explain the exact mechanism inside the modeled CRNN as follows:
The CRNN Convolutional layers form a neuron grid in rectangular mode. The neuron
receives its previous input layer rectangular grid; for each neuron, the weight for this
Convolutional layer will be the same. The size of the Convolutional layer here is calculated
based on the 2D convolution filter size and the number [46]. Output from the Convolutional
layer is transferred to the dropout layer and is concatenated by monitoring the number
of neurons from the previous layer. The Max-pooling layer, the fourth layer that accepts
small rectangular blocks from the previous Convolutional layer, extracts maximum output
by reducing the error [47,48]. The RNN part consists of LSTM and Softmax. For temporal
modeling, subsequent layers of learned filters are fed by LSTM. The layer composed of
LSTM cells is called as the layer LSTM. As per the name, it memorises every step of the
previous action and adds along with its current state [49]. The weight parameters in the
LSTM layer are shared over time steps. Finally, Softmax activation is the last layer to derive
model output values.

2.5.3. Convolution Neural Network (CNN)

A Convolution Neural Network (CNN) is a type of multilayer neural network that, like
a standard multilayer neural network, comprises one or more convolution layers followed
by one or more fully connected layers. CNN was founded in 1960 and included concepts
such as local perception, sharing weights, and spatial and temporal sampling. Local
perception can detect certain local properties of the data for basic features of visual animals,
such as an angle and an arc in a picture [14]. It is a new efficient identification method that
is gaining much attention. CNNs are easier to train and have smaller parameters than fully
connected networks with the same number of hidden units.

The Convolution Neural Network architecture [50,51] commonly uses convolution
and pool layers. The pooling layer’s favorite activity perplexes a specific location’s pecu-
liarities. Because some location features are not required, the other features and relative
positions are all required. The pooling layer has two operations: maximum pooling and
mean pooling. Mean pooling is used to obtain the average neighborhood inside the feature
points, whereas max pooling calculates the largest neighborhood. The two main sources of
feature extraction error are the neighborhood size limitation induced by the estimated vari-
ance and the convolution layer parameter estimated error caused by the mean deviation.
The first error can be minimised using mean pooling, which retains more image back-
ground information. Max pooling can help to reduce the second error by retaining more
texture information.

The architecture of the CNN employed in this study is depicted in Figure 1. Each
layer contains several maps; each map contains numerous neural units, all of which
share the same convolution kernel (i.e., weight), and each convolution kernel represents
a feature, such as access to the edge of visual features. The detailed architecture of CNN
is depicted in further depth in Figure 8, and the parameters used in CNN architecture
are in Table 4. The distortion tolerance of the input data (image data) is very high. The
multiscale convolution image feature is created by adjusting the convolution kernel size
and parameter; information from various angles is generated in the feature space.
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Figure 8. Basic Architecture of CNN.
Table 4. Parameters used in CNN architecture.
Layers Type Input Kernel Output
Layer 1 Convolution 28 x 28 x 1 5x5 24 x 24 x 32
Layer 2 Max Pooling 24 x 24 x 32 2x2 12 x 12 x 64
Layer 3 Convolution 12 x 12 x 64 5x5 8 x 8 x 64
Layer 4 Max Pooling 8 x 8 x 64 2x2 4 x4 x64
Layer 5 Fully Connected 4x4x64 4 x4 512 x 1
Layer 6 Fully Connected 512 x 1 1x1 2x1
Layer 7 SoftMax 2x1 N/A Result

3. Results

There was a great requirement for sophisticated hardware and software setup to
perform the desired lung tumor diagnosis approach in this research. As it is known, the
performance parameters such as computation time depend on the employed hardware and
software infrastructure. Therefore, a wise selection of available hardware and software was
made in this research. At this point, a Graphical User Interface (GUI) was thought to ensure
better interactivity with visual indicators and icons (rather than dealing with just the code).
Running and debugging the code is a tedious process [51]. GUI here provided some buttons
to navigate and execute every function in the MATLAB environment. The designed GUI in
this research supported displaying input images, segmented images, extracted features,
and classification outputs. Remarkably, the GUI can easily obtain classifiers’ testing and
training performance. The GUI was developed using an inbuilt MATLAB tool called GUI
Development Environment (GUIDE) [50].

3.1. Software and Hardware Set-Up

The sample images were taken from the LIDC database, and the dataset was available
via NCI. This dataset comprises 86 benign and 86 malignant images in DICOM (Digital
Imaging and Communications in Medicine) format. Dimensions of the entire CT image
dataset are 512 x 512 pixels, with a 12-bit bit depth. MATLAB (2016) and the Microsoft
Windows 8.1 operating system were chosen in this research to ensure a stable computing
experience. On the other hand, Intel core i3 (model number 4030U) was used as the Central
Processing Unit (CPU) with a clock speed of 1.9 GH. The CPU has a 64-bit computational
capacity and Intel data protection technology. The memory used in the system had a size
of 4 gigabytes, and the cache memory was 3 megabytes [52]. That processor provides
increased computing speed and is optimum for running MATLAB software.

3.2. Performance Measures

Performance parameter numeric description is vital in analysing the information
based on the individual group. It provides a clear idea regarding the outcomes and results.
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Equations of the performance measure used in this research for evaluating the proposed

system are provided below:

Sensitivity = TPFA:—iPH\l x 100%,
Specificity = TNTifFP x 100%,
Accuracy = TP ¥ §§I§g+ ™ x 100%,
Border error = 5,112171;:], x 100%,
Border error = % x 100%,
Precision = %EPP x 100%,
PSNR = 10 log 19 (ﬁg)

MSE = % y Z;;é [K (x,y) =1 (x,y)z} :

(18)

(19)

(20)

(21)

(22)

(23)

(24)

(25)

The step-by-step segmented output and classification procedure for the proposed
method is shown in Figures 9 and 10 (for the benign and malignant dataset). It is an
image-calculated tumor area based on the nano technique, and the status of the tumor area

of the malignant sample is shown in Table 5.

DI

(d)

, Warning Dialog S = =)

(8)

Figure 9. Detection of Benign Sample. (a) Input CT Image, (b) Pre-processed output, (c) Histogram
Equalised Image Plot, (d) Histogram Equalised Image, (e f) Segmentation image, (g) Classification result.
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; Warning Dialog = I e |

& metanent

(8

Figure 10. Detection of malignant Sample. (a) Input CT Image, (b) Pre-processed Output image,
(c) Histogram Equalised Image Plot, (d) Histogram Equalised Image, (e,f) Segmentation image,
(g) Classification result.

Table 5. Parameter calculation of nodules.

Region Area Perimeter Centroid Diameter
8 (mm?) (mm) (mm) (mm)
1 1680.0 148.7 125.5 46.2
2 60.0 25.7 206.6 8.7
3 20 12.1 199.3 5.9

Ultimately, the Bag of Visual Word classifier’s classification results showed whether
the picture was benign or malignant. Figure 11a,b shows the Bag of Visual Word results
plot. This classifier shows the outcome of detection of benign classification in Figure 9 and
malignancy classification in Figure 10.

The RNN classifier model in the basic NN tool of the MATLAB environment is shown
in Figure 12. The overall performance of the recurrent neural system and the performance
evaluation of the RNN in terms of receiver operating characteristics, error histogram, and
train state are plotted in Figure 13. The performance of each of the instructions given,
evaluation part, and test sets are also shown in Figure 14. The mean squared error and the
log scale for output calculation are associated with the results. It shrinks due to network
training. The matrix of ambiguity provides the correct and incorrect classification. In
addition, 0 to 1 is a range of outputs representing benign or malignant images/patients.
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Figure 11. (a) Visual vocabulary of BoVW classifier, (b) Confusion matrix of BoOVW classifier.
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Hidden

Figure 12. The RNN model as designed in the NN tool MATLAB.

In the CNN, a ResNet-50 model consisted of five stages, each with a block of identity
and a convolution layer employed accordingly. Every block of the convolution had three
layers of convolution, and each block of identity had three layers. The ResNet-50 had
trainable parameters of over 23 million.

The obtained accuracy after optimisation was 98.5%. Table 6 analyses performance
parameters for the BoVW and CRNN classifiers. The parameters considered here are
accuracy, sensitivity, specificity, precision, PSNR and MSE values. For the BoVW classifier,
accuracy was 96.5%, sensitivity was 93%, specificity was 100%, precision was 93.5%, PSNR
value was 42.278, and the MSE was 3.474. For the CRNN classifier, accuracy was 98.5%,
sensitivity was 95%, specificity was 100%, precision was 95.5%, PSNR was 69.154, and the
MSE was 2.193. From Table 6, it is clear that CRNN provided the best output performance
in terms of accuracy and precision. Table 7 shows the error and accuracy comparison
regarding different classifiers. Figure 15 shows (a) the Performance Measure of the classifier
and (b) the Performance Graph of the classifier.
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Gradient = 0.01595, at epoch 21

Best Validation Performance is 0.079672 at epoch 15
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Figure 13. Overall performance of the recurrent neural system.
Table 6. Analysis of performance parameters.
Classifier Accuracy  Sensitivity  Specificity Precision PSNR MSE F1 Score Image
BoVW 96.5% 93% 100% 93.5% 42.278 3474 93.5%
CRNN 97.5% 95% 100% 95.5% 69.154 2.193 89.5% Image 1
CNN 95.65% 94% 93% 92.5% 66.154 2.993 91.5% &
BoVW-CRNN 98.9% 97% 99% 96.5% 72.675 3.675 95.5%
BoVW 96.5% 92.1% 97% 93.5% 43.278 3474 93.5%
CRNN 91.5% 93.1% 98% 95.5% 63.154 2.183 89.5% Image 2
CNN 94.65% 96.25% 96% 92.5% 69.154 2.693 91.5% &
BoVW-CRNN 97.9% 96.76% 100% 96.5% 75.675 3.575 95.5%




Electronics 2023, 12, 14 17 of 21

Table 6. Cont.

Classifier Accuracy Sensitivity ~ Specificity Precision PSNR MSE F1 Score Image
BoVW 96.5% 93% 100% 93.5% 42.278 3.474 93.5%
CRNN 91.5% 93.1% 98% 95.5% 63.154 2.183 89.5% Image 3
CNN 93.65% 95.25% 99% 96.53% 69.154 2913 93.5% &
BoVW-CRNN 98.9% 97% 99% 96.5% 72.675 3.675 95.5%
BoVW 96.45% 93.17% 97% 93.5% 43.235 3.456 92.55%
CRNN 93.85% 96.81% 98% 95.5% 63.873 2.985 89.59% Image 4
CNN 97.85% 90.25% 96% 92.5% 68.923 2.278 90.85% 8
BoVW-CRNN 97.99% 97.76% 100% 96.5% 75.675 3.923 97.65%
BoVW 97.5% 93.1% 99% 94.45% 43.278 3.874 94.5%
CRNN 95.5% 94.21% 97% 95.65% 63.154 2.543 91.5% Image 5
CNN 93.65% 95.25% 99% 96.53% 69.154 2913 93.5% &
BoVW-CRNN 99.9% 97.76% 100% 97.25% 75.675 3.675 97.5%
Training: R=0.92605 Validation: R=0.84447
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Figure 14. The performance of the given instructions, evaluation, and test sets.
Table 7. Accuracy and Error Comparison of Classifiers.
Classifier BoVW CRNN CNN
Accuracy 96.5% 98.5% 97.8%

Error 3.5% 1.5% 2.3%
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Figure 15. (a) Performance Measure of the classifier, (b) Performance Graph of the classifier.

Compared to other methods, the proposed nano-based CRNN classifier provides
98.5% accuracy, which is greater than other techniques (Table 8). The proposed technique
effectively smooths the image and accurately determines the minute nodules. Finally, the
technique accurately classifies the image, whether benign or malignant.

Table 8. Comparison with existing lung tumor detection methods.

Author Existing Techniques Accuracy

Lin et al. Fuzzy model Concept 89.38%
Diciotti et al. Log Characteristic Scale method 85%

Serena Ricciardi et al. Principal Component Analysis and SVM 71.63%
Suarez et al. Deep Belief Network and Multiple Classifier 80%

. Nanotechnology Based Detection o

Rani et. al. Scheme & SVM With BOV Classifier 9%
Nanotechnology Based Detection Scheme o

Proposed With BoVW Classifier 96:5%
Nanotechnology Based Detection Scheme o

Proposed With CRNN Classifier 98.5%

4. Conclusions

This paper presents us with a great advanced visual of diagnosing lung cancer in the
early stages. In detail, the solution has been designed based on a computer-aided diag-
nostic (CAD) approach using computed tomography (CT) images. We briefly presented a
framework for creating an early model of cancer diagnosis using CAD CT image processing.
The attributes of the research included: (1) increased cancer nodule detection accuracy,
(2) classifying suspected lung cancer as malignant or benign, and (3) removing noise-
causing false detection rate using a nanotechnology-based detection method. Analysis of
the different existing classifiers was done to properly diagnose lung cancer. CT Images of
lung malignancy were taken, and pre-processing methods were used to remove noise and
enhance the image. To separate the cancerous area of the healthy lung, the GCPSO-based
segmentation technique was used along with a nano-measuring instrument, which is useful
for detecting the tumor’s location at a nano-scale. Depending on the characteristic, features
of segmented regions are extracted, and by using the classifier Bag of Visual Words and the
CRNN, the classification/diagnosis was made accordingly.

In the future, we may extend our current model to determine whether or not the patient
has cancer and the precise location of the cancerous nodules. Watershed segmentation
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can be used for the initial lung segmentation in future. Other areas for improvement
include expanding the network and performing more extensive hyperparameter tuning.
In addition, we saved our model parameters at the highest accuracy, but we could have
saved them at a lower metric, such as F1. Our models can also be extended to 3D images
for other cancers.
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